concerned about the current situation and is making different efforts to impede and reduce the criminal organizations activities. One of the efforts is the use of the armed forces to combat the criminal organizations. Actually, the military forces are supporting the local police in regular activities in rural areas and places where violence has a large presence, providing support to the penitentiary system for external security and main entries of the prisons, keeping permanent presence in the darks spots along the national boundary to stop and reduce the gambling activities and working in joint operations with the entities in charge of the control of the illegal drug movements in the region. The military forces, in order to be effective, have to modify the organizations, training, and procedures used in this kind of environment. Also, the forces have to acquire the proper equipment and means required to be more effective against the illicit organizations that use multiples ways to conduct the prohibited actions.
EMPLOYMENT OF THE EL SALVADOR ARMED FORCES FOR INTERNAL SECURITY
… this it is not a Salvadoran exclusive phenomenon, you know it well. It is a world-wide, but certainly aggravated drama in our region. In the last decade the organized crime and the drug trafficking, as well as the action of the violent and criminal youthful gangs, has been developed and today they constitute the worse threat to the stability of our republics…
-President Mauricio Funes Cartagena Speech UN, September 2009
The El Salvador Armed Forces call "Legion of Liberty" has been accomplishing its mission according with the National Constitution since its creation in 1823. Its role has been multi-faceted including intrastate and internal war, supporting the peace process in El Salvador, and providing support and security to citizens during natural disasters. In the international environment the Armed forces is one of the main tools used by the government to interact in the international environment, for example participation in UN peace keeping operations and international coalitions.
The criminal actors that threaten the security and stability in El Salvador are numerous; there are criminal organizations such as the gangs, Drug Cartels and weapons smugglers that not only affect the stability and security condition of the country but also the region and countries in the northern and southern parts of the continent.
The criminal actors have changed and adapted to the new environment such as the combination of international Drug Cartels with the local Gangs to transport the drugs by land throughout the countries in response to the effort made by countries to stop the movement by air and sea.
The Government has assigned a new task to the armed forces, which supports the National Civil Police in the effort to maintain internal security in the country. This is a critical task for military forces due to the nature of the threats they face, purposes and the ways they operate. To accomplish the mission, the leaders at the political level have to provide the resources needed by the forces, and created the conditions at the government level to accept and support the efforts made by military forces in order to be effective against criminal actors that endanger not only the peace in the country but also in the region.
Background
The first document that base the legal basis is the Constitution of the Republic, the following articles defined the Armed Forces role:
Art. 1. -El Salvador recognizes the human being like the origin and the aim of the activity of the State that is organized for the attainment of justice, the legal security and the communal property. Also it recognizes all human beings from the moment of the conception. Consequently, it is the obligation of the State to assure the inhabitants of the Republic have the enjoyment of the freedom, the health, the culture, the economic well-being, and social justice.
Art. 168, Numeral 12º -To have the Armed Forces in to the defense of the sovereignty of the state and the integrity of its territory. If the average maintenance of internal peace, the tranquility, and the public security have been exhausted, the President of the Republic will be able to use the Armed Forces to that aim. The performance of the Armed Forces will be limited in time and custom-made for the strictly necessary reestablishment of the order and will stop as soon as it has completed that assignment.
Art. 212. -The Armed Forces has a function in the defense of the sovereignty of the State and the integrity of the territory. The President of the Republic will be able to delinquents in all the national territory; for such effect, the human and material resources of the Armed Forces will be used to help to reach a greater tranquility and public security.
The Decree No 70, of the Executive branch extend the faculties contained in the Executive Decree No 60 related in the second considering, as far as the number of personnel and resources of which it will be with had the Armed Forces in cooperation, and support of the activities of the Civil National Police in the matter of public security and, therefore, the attainment of internal peace.
Legislative Branch of the Republic of El Salvador issued the Decree No 317, The
Decree authorizes the Armed Forces to control the entrance and to register individuals and guards of the penitentiary enclosures, as well as to occupy sentinel gate of monitoring and to offer security in the periphery of such, next will be the ability to offer internal and external security, without having direct bonding with the internal ones.
The President's Security Policy, about the security in the country is "general mission of the policy is to permanently turn to El Salvador into a country, in which the constitutional state of right is respected and in which the familiar life develops undressed of the fear; a country where a climate exists that favors the investment and the opportunities of individual and collective improvement".
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Threats to Internal Security Gangs, after the peace agreement signed on 16 January 1992 between the El Salvadorian Government and the "Farabundo Marti for National Liberation Front," they agreed to demobilize the security corps that were in charge of internal security and protecting the international boundaries. The NCP 2 was then created, equipped, and trained in a very short time with a lot of limitation in order to face the security corps demobilization's program. Also the economy was in critical condition, as were social and health care conditions. The national education system was degrading, so day to day life in the country for the persons with fewer resources at this time was difficult.
The El Salvadorian Governmental authorities identified that the main source of violence in the country was coming from illegal groups called "Maras" (gangs ; this amount is less than past months but is still significant.
The Maras are well organized and spread out in the country with a lot of influence in the main cities where the local population is influenced by their permanent presence, control, and influence. They use terror to control the population and obtain economic resources through a tax imposed for them called "renta", Everyone who has a business small or big has to pay. If the owner refuses to pay, they act against the person or resources used to achieve the economic activities. The government spent $ 171.00 million dollars in health care to local people affected by the violence.
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The Maras control most of the illegal activities in the country; they have even been linked with the drug cartels in the regions. This situation increases the level of violence and illegal activities due to how the drug dealers are fighting for control of the areas of influence and control of the drug trades. 6 The migration back and forth of the members of the Maras to countries in the northern of hemisphere and to drug dealers in the region of Central America, Mexico, and the United States makes the problems more complex.
Drug trafficking, the efforts made by the governments of countries in North
America to reduce drug traffic from South America to the United States' market has caused the drug dealers to change the way they carry the merchandise to the final destination. In the past, the drug dealers received the drug directly from South America. This activity happened during the internal war in the 1980s and beginning of the 1990s, but at this time the government and authorities in charge were focused to resolving the instability condition. After the peace agreement, the government started to put attention to the illegal activity. The challenge was huge and complex due to the experience acquired by the drug dealers in ways to move the drugs across the region, and the corruption of some members of the authorities in charge, created the perfect environment for those businesses. In El Salvador, there is a large presence of international criminal organizations such as Colombian drug dealers, the "Zetas" and "Sinaloa" cartels from Mexico trying to get control of the drug traffic in El Salvador. Those groups use Gangs MS 13 and 18 th Street gangs to obtain superiority to secure the drug traffic in the country and the internal market. Smuggled, the unprotected international boundaries among the countries in the Central America region make a perfect paradise for the smuggler that uses the country like a path to the final destination or to introduce goods to be used in the local market.
The illegal traders not only affect the economy of the country due to less monetary resources received by the government due to the unpaid taxes, but they affect national security due to the trafficking of illegal weapons, 11 illegal drugs moving across the country, human trafficking, and others. This condition adds one more problem to the instability of the region and the country specifically.
Studies indicate that Central America is becoming more popular for illegal weapons trafficking due to the lack of resources assigned to control the international boundaries, internal problems that keep the authorities working in the most critical action of internal violence, and the corruption in some members of the authorities in charge of combating this illegal activity. 12 Parts of the weapons that enter to the country have a different destination than the local area. Those weapons are part of the business of the international weapons dealers, and in most of the cases, their destination is South America and/or drug dealers in Mexico. The rest of the weapons are used by common criminals and gangs to carry out illegal activities inside the country.
Part of the weapons trafficking comes from the remnants of weapons used by the guerrillas during the 1980s and 1990s in the region during the disarming, demobilization, and reintegration of the illegal armed groups in countries like Nicaragua, Guatemala, and El Salvador, that didn't turn in all the weapons at that time. 13 The remote areas in Honduras were used to store weapons by different groups in the regions.
The weapons dealers used different procedures and techniques to carry the weapons through the country. For example, they made special compartments in vehicles, ships, and airplanes to hide the weapons and ammunitions, using the public road network, ports, and airfields. Other procedures were used to pay to the local gangs and criminals to move the weapons in remotes areas using beasts of burden to carry the load, normally the routes used were unprotected by the authorities or with less control. In most of the cases, those movements have been made with the support of the corruption of some members of the local authorities. Many times payment is made with drugs or weapons that later are traded in the local market.
The common violence, some specialists indicate that the root of the common violence comes from poverty and the lack of opportunities to obtain an honest job, but other approaches are that the persons get accustomed to making less effort to obtain what they desire. El Salvador has both conditions. Besides the common violence present in the country like in most of the countries around the world, the post war condition adds more elements. After the war finished, the lack of labor conditions and other disadvantages related with the postwar in the country were presented. Some of the members from both sides did not have many opportunities to start a new life due to lack of knowledge or skill. Others decided to use the military skill obtained throughout the war to obtain the resources to live. These situations add more complexity to the common violence.
The common violence performed by the criminals are murders, kidnappings, armed assaults, robberies, extortions, and others that are less serious. The environment of criminality and violence generated by the illegal actors have a big impact in the regular government activities such as loss of external investment, human cost, eroding the economical and social condition and especially the health care system. 14 The violence is present in most of the departments of the country, but the high criminality is around the main cities like San Salvador, the capital of the country, Santa Ana, San Miguel, and Sonsonate. According to the police, the rate of violent activities is slightly decreasing in relation to last year. During the present year, the violence is changing from geography regions, due to the efforts made for the authorities in order to reduce it. 15 And the criminals are moving to areas where there used to be less violence.
Reason to employ the Armed Forces
Security is a government's concern; the high level of violence and the perception of insecurity affect most of the daily routine of the local population, generate adverse effects of the quality of life, public health, development of human being, education, and governability. Violence also affects the society structure, reducing the cooperation among the citizens and groups. The impact of the insecurity and violence reduce the development of the human being.
Uncertain conditions reduce the government's opportunities to collect economic income from the industry and local traders due to lack of investment. Further, the reduced economic activities affect the capacity of the government to cover and provide job opportunities to the population. The same happens in the international environment.
The credibility of the government's capacity to deal with the internal problem generates an unsecure environment to invest in the country.
The government invests resources from the general budget to reduce and mitigate the effects generated by the violence activities. This condition reduces the capacity of the government to invest and create the conditions required to increase the economical income in the local populations and develop the industry and economic activities required to develop the country.
The governments spend resources on the National Civil Police to improve the quality and capacity of the institution, but the NCP has been unable to control the violence in the country. This situation forced the government to take action and use the armed forces as the last resource to control the violent conditions generated by the criminal organizations.
Since the peace agreement was signed, the armed forces have been working and cooperating in the different government social and economic projects that help the people who need it most. The armed forces helped the population affected by natural disasters that occurred during the last decade. Those activities have been performed using all the human and material resources available.
In 1993 the armed forces began to support the police in internal security tasks. Normally the JGSC has an area of responsibility to perform the activities but can be collected with other groups to execute a specific activity for a period of time. There are more than 300 JGSCs working across the country in the areas that have higher levels of crime. 18 The JGSC are more prevention units due to the daily routine procedures addressed by the police. Combat Service Support, the lack of an effective supply and maintenance systems affects the capacity of the military forces to keep the freedom of action on the ground due to the daily procedures used by units to resupply food, water, and basics to the units. The same happens to the maintenance procedures provided to the material and equipment used by the forces. In most cases, the maintenance services have to be requested in advance due to the limited capacity of the units to provide the maintenance. This situation gets worse when the request is in emergency cases.
Legal procedures
The lack of knowledge of laws related to internal security tasks performed by the The authorities of the penitentiaries have to provide all the pertinent information available to the military personnel, the coordination has to be continuous between the principal of penitentiaries, police chief and military forces commander, to exchange information, current or incoming activities in the jail, procedures followed by the security personnel, and other relevant issues. The change of the security dispositive, procedures, personnel and/or equipment has to be observed in advance to take the pertinent actions by the rest of the forces involved in the security.
The police and the penitentiary authorities have to create procedures to prosecute and punish the illegal activities among the personnel. The unity of effort has to be the same for everyone involved in the activity. The leaders and human resources have to follow a common interest defined by the constitution and law issues. Those organizations have to keep in mind that the armed forces is providing support to them and will end when the criminal actions get to the level that can be handle by themselves.
Conclusions
To be effective against criminal organizations, the national institution involved has to act according with the legal procedures and look for solutions instead of problems. The efforts in different areas are huge at the government level but are essential to reduce the level of criminality in the country. One of the key aspects to perform is to reduce corruption found in every level of the organization. If this illegal activity is reduced, the capacity of criminal organizations to obtain favors and support from government personnel would reduce considerably. This is a common effort and has to work globally for the institutions involved in the problems; the government has to create a unity of effort in order to be effective against the criminal organization reducing the space and chance of the illegal organization to interfere in the actions. The sector and individual interests are dangerous to the effort and institutions involved; the government has to neutralize these activities and apply the Conduct Code created for this purpose.
The use of the armed forces in internal security issues is restricted to certain periods of time. This means that the effort made has to be supported from the rest of institutions in order to obtain the desired goal. The uses of the military forces in this activity are the last resources from the government. If the effort made is no enough to reduce the criminal activities, the government has to seek for help outside the country, a situation that is not appropriate for a self governing country. 
